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BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY
In December 2019, the Step-Up Nigeria team conducted focus group discussions with members of
Makoko and Ajegunle Community to identify service delivery challenges being faced in the slum
communities and how they have engaged Government on these issues.
It is estimated that 2 out of every 3 residents in Lagos live in slums1. A typical slum is deprived of basic
service delivery and possess some distinct attributes such as poor or complete absence of basic
infrastructure (good road, electricity, good water and planned environment), overcrowding, high
population density and high tendency for deviant behaviour (e.g. criminal acts, bunkering, drug abuse,
beggary and juvenile delinquencies).
Two of the popular slums in Lagos, Ajegunle & Makoko in Lagos have been identified as part of the
mega slums with high poverty levels. To assess the prevalence of vote buying and identify service gap
areas in slums, these two areas were our target focus.
Situated under the 3rd Mainland Bridge of mainland Lagos, Makoko is one of the well-known slums in
Lagos State. It is home to a quarter million people whose primary livelihood is fishing. Ajegunle has an
estimated population of about 1.5 million occupying 8 square kilometres of swampy land dwellers. It is
known for being one of Lagos’ toughest, most dangerous slums, but it also has another reputation - for
producing some of Nigeria’s top footballers and entertainment icons
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Figure 1 A street in Makoko

Objective of the study:
To assess the prevalence of vote buying and identify service gap areas in Makoko
& Ajegunle Community.
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THE DISCUSSION
A focus group discussion was hosted at the palace of the Baale (Chief) of Makoko Community. Also
present for the discussion was the Chairman Ifelodun CDA and four members of the Baale’s council. All
conversations were recorded in Yoruba, the language mostly spoken in the community.
In Ajegunle, some members of the community were interviewed.
Key Discussion Questions:
 What key services do you lack in this community and how have they affected you?
 How has this lack of services affected women and young adults?
 Have you had the opportunity to present these challenges to the authority? If you did, what were
their responses?
 How do you affirm a political candidate? Is it by their worthiness or the benefits from the political
party?
 What was the level of vote-buying during the last election in the community?
 How has vote-selling affected the development of the community?
Makoko Community
The discussion began with the Baale narrating the community’s challenges with the drainage systems.
He narrated the community’s ordeal stating that, “We were emptying the flood water and clearing the
drainages.” He stressed the fact that the drainages are their biggest problem in the community, and they
welcome everyone who wants to help them. At the end of the discussion, the Baale showed the team
some areas in the community as proof of his statements. The team took pictures of the drainages &
stagnant water.
The Baale concluded that they are happy and always willing to work with organizations that are
genuinely interested in helping them. He shared his phone contact and assured the team that his palace
was always open.
Ajegunle Community
We interviewed some young community members who willingly shared their opinions and have
consented to work with the team as soon as the project starts.
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THE RESULTS
1.1 SERVICE DELIVERY
KEY SERVICES LACKING IN MAKOKO SLUM
COMMUNITY

HOW IT AFFECTS COMMUNITY MEMBERS


Bad Roads & Poor
Drainages:
Makoko roads are in a deplorable state. In
2016, contractors completed construction
on Makoko roads. 2 months after, whole
parts of the roads sank, and the canals
emptied into the middle of the roads.
:



“Makoko is a water-logged area and the
engineers knew, they only did some parts of
the road well...”, the Baale explained.
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Loss of Lives and property damage: Poor
drainage often results in loss of lives and
properties. A 3-year-old child has been
found dead in a drainage. Floods destroy
homes and shops affecting livelihoods.
Impact on Education: During the rainy
season, children are unable to attend
school because of the high levels of
water which bar movement
Diseases: Malaria is highly prevalent in
the community & there is high case of
tuberculosis due to the stagnant water.

Figure 2 A barbershop in Makoko



Healthcare:
There is no primary healthcare centre in
Makoko. Community members visit the
nearest PHC in Ebute-Metta and Iwaya to
access health care needs. It requires a 100naira keke-ride or 200-naira bike-ride to visit
any of these healthcare centres.

Clean Water Supply:
The Lagos State Water Commission runs water
to Makoko community, but the water is
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Lack of adequate health care: For instance,
pregnant women who live in the
community do not have any ante-natal
care which endangers their lives and the
lives of their children.
Resort to poorer means of healthcare:
Community members resort to using local
(traditional) doctors.

Youth Empowerment:
No Youth Empowerment Programs in
Makoko: Young people in the communities
lack jobs.

Economic cost: The poverty rate is high and
there are no empowering projects centered
on youth and women.

KEY SERVICES LACKING IN THE AGEGUNLE
COMMUNITY

HOW IT AFFECTS COMMUNITY MEMBERS

:
Bad Roads
Roads in Ajegunle are dilapidated and
unmotorable. Many of the roads have not
been repaired with huge potholes.
This causes lots of traffic in that region and
makes transportation expensive.
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It affects the economic activity in the
community. Business transaction is
hindered due to the long traffic & bad
roads.
Several accidents have been recorded in
the community with lots of tankers
falling because of the deplorable state of
the roads.
Movement of casualties and health

Figure 3 A major road leading to Ajegunle


Education
There are reports that public school
teachers extort money from the students

10


This has prevented some children from not
going to school until the parents could
afford the illegal money demanded by the
school.
After refusal to write examinations, it was


Youth Empowerment:
It’s only by knowing someone in authority
before a young person can access
government schemes or job opportunity.

Women suffer most for this because
they are asked to pay with their body
to access job opportunities in private
& public sectors.

 The poverty rate is high and there are
many young adults have ended up
becoming thugs

HOW HAS LACK OF THESE SERVICES AFFECTED WOMEN AND YOUNG ADULTS?
There are many single mothers in the community because some of the men left their families due to
their inability to fend for them. As a result, some of the women resort to prostitution because of
poverty.
Young adults in the communities do not have jobs and are easy prey for social vices.
HAVE YOU HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO PRESENT THESE CHALLENGES TO THE AUTHORITY?
IF YOU DID, WHAT WERE THEIR RESPONSES?
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The community members have presented their challenges to the members of the community.
For the bad roads, Makoko was one of the beneficiaries of a new road contract in August 2019 but
work is yet to commence.

Figure 4 A store selling groceries on a waterlogged street in Makoko

12

Figure 5 Programme Associate of Step Up Nigeria speaking to a community member in Ajegunle

1.2 PREVALENCE OF VOTE-BUYING
HOW DO YOU AFFIRM A POLITICAL CANDIDATE?
IS IT BY THEIR WORTHINESS OR THE BENEFITS FROM THE POLITICAL PARTY?
Makoko Community
Vote selling is common here as people have no choice. The Baale and his council members are forced
to mobilize their community to vote for the ruling party if they want any service in the community.
They are also given stipends and promised jobs and other services if they vote for the ruling party.
The Baale described it as being “handcuffed” into voting for candidates of the ruling party. By this, he
referred to the helplessness of the community members who are forced to vote members of the
ruling party so that there would be development in their community. Furthermore, the community
members believe they are marginalized for services because they are not a large community and are
often overlooked. Furthermore, members of the community believe that if another political party
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wins, they stand a lesser chance for their issues to be addressed. For this community, selling thejir
votes is the only way they can survive.
Ajegunle Community
Party members are loyal to their parties irrespective of the candidate vying for a position. They often
buy the votes of community influencers to join their party so that they can mobilize their followers
to vote for the party. Every influencer is mandated to deliver their area during elections; this means,
influencers must ensure the political party wins in their respective location.
Influencers are women leaders, youth leaders, leaders of transportation association (keke
association, NURTW- National Union of Road Transport Workers, agberos)
WHAT WAS THE LEVEL OF VOTE-BUYING DURING THE LAST ELECTION AROUND THE
COMMUNITY?
Makoko Community
The ruling party intimidates the Baale and his people into voting for them and provides no services
afterwards. For the last election, party members from the opposition party visited the Baale to
canvass for votes and, he was given 5,000 naira which he shared to 50 people (100 naira per person).
Afterwards, the Baale still asked the community members to vote only for the ruling party because
he felt, they had no choice.
Ajegunle Community
There are many residents in Ajegunle who did not vote because they believe their vote will not count..
During the last election, some political parties engaged in vote-buying, but it was not done publicly.
They mobilized those residents that would sell their votes and vote for them on the election day.

HOW HAS VOTE-SELLING AFFECTED THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE COMMUNITY?
Makoko Community
The community leaders believe that for any development in the community to be gained, the
community members must continue to vote for the ruling party even though this has not helped them
in the past.
Ajegunle Community
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The residents do not feel direct impact of the government. Those closer to the political leaders first
have access to contracts and any direct benefits for the community members e.g. government
empowerment programs, scholarships, jobs etc.

KEY OUTPUTS
The leaders are willing to mobilize their community to participate in all projects that will contribute
positively to their community.
In Makoko, the community leaders believe that the “Theatre for Change” project will help to bring
attention to their community and spotlight their sufferings to the world. They also believe the project
will raise their voices, empower the youth and help them achieve their dreams.
Ajegunle is known as a treasure trove of young talents. The responders who are young adults and
members of the community believe the project is a welcome idea that will help in amplifying the service
delivery issues in the community and empower them to demand for change.
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